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TLB Industry Sponsored Programme Alternative P&A
Barrier Bulk Field Trials

Spirit Energy are the lead sponsor of a Technology Leadership
Board, Industry Sponsored Programme to deliver bulk field trials of
alternative P&A barrier solutions. It is widely acknowledged that
alternatives to traditional cement based P&A approaches could
increase the use of rig-less well abandonment techniques with
potential for considerable cost savings.

High cost and technical sk associated with trialling new technologies offshore is dentified as an
obstacle to generating performance data, hindering the pace of development and leaving many
operators reluctant to consider pursuing alteratives to cement. The objective of the programme.
s to deliver bulk ield trials of aternative barrer solutions to provide industry with the deployment
and barrier verification data required to evaluate the field performance of the technology. Itis
hoped that this approach will faciltate acoeptance of the successful technologies by well
operators and regulators and accelerate the transition between product development and
commercialisation. The programme is funded by consortia members including Spirit Energy,
Harbour Energy and the Net Zero Technology Centre.
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Programme Delivery

‘The technologies are currently being tested in “live" onshore wells made avalable by field
operators in Alberta and British Columbia, Canads. Itis hoped that testing can also be conducted
in some UK land wells. The lower cost of testing in land wells allows more trials to be conducted
‘with the available funding. It i intended to test up to 6 potential alternative baniers technologies
under the programme and to fund 10 trials per year with 5 - 6 trals performed per technology. In
Canada, trial wells exhibiting Sustained Casing Vent Flow are selected to enable barrier solution
performance to be verfied more readily than would be the case for full well abandonment. Well
programmes and acosptance of the barrer solution to be tested require approval by the State.
regulator ahead of the trial and verification of successful vent flow shut off also requires regulator
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To allow testing in “live” wells, the technologies need to be deployment ready typically meeting
TRL7 -9, Consortia members sit on a stesring committee that is responsible for selecting
technologies to be tested.

The first series of trals on Interwell's RockSolidT™ in situ modification Thermite based solution is
nearing completion and the selection process undenway for a second technology to trial.

Operator companies interested in joining the programme can contact
technologyinsights@nstauthority.co.uk

Links:

‘The Technology Leadership Board: Sponsor (the-tl com)r




